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040 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

The Waldenses lost everything when they put God 
first. Even then, they didn’t give up. What can we 
learn from the Waldenses today that will help us 
put God first in our own lives?

In the 12th century, the Roman Catholic Church 
had prohibited the Bible from being read and 
understood by regular people. Persecution was 
certain for anyone who challenged the authority of 
the church and especially the Pope. The Papacy 
had become the apocalyptic beast depicted in the 
Bible.

During this dark period of human history, Peter 
Waldo renounced his wealth and dedicated himself 
to helping others. A movement started in France as 
lay preachers voluntarily renounced earthly wealth 
and lived in strict adherence to the Bible. A key 
emphasis of the Waldenses was to make the Bible 
accessible in the common language.

In 1179, Waldo and one of his friends went to 
Rome, where Pope Alexander the Third and the 
Roman Curia welcomed them. They had to explain 
their faith before a panel of three clergymen. The 
results of the meeting were inconclusive, but the 
Third Lateran Council in the same year condemned 
Waldo’s ideas.
Waldo and his followers developed a system 

whereby they would go from town to town and 
meet secretly with small groups of Waldensians. 
There they would confess sins and hold worship 
services. A travelling Waldensian preacher was 
known as a barba. The group would shelter the 
barba and help make arrangements for him to 
move on to the next town in secret.

They lost their positions in society and eventually 
had to flee to the hills and caves. They continued to 
put God first by explaining scripture to anyone they 
could find. Eventually they understood their move-
ment to be a light in darkness. They were precur-
sors to the Protestant Reformation and represent-
ed a remnant of people who absolutely refused to 
put their own comfort above the Kingdom of God.

We are called to be the remnant today—men, 
women and children who continue to be faithful to 
the Word of God by always putting the Kingdom of 
God first.

The Waldensians put God first, even when it cost 
them everything. Their courage inspires us today. 
Jesus gave up everything to redeem us and His 
love compels us to put His kingdom first in our 
own lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and of-
ferings, we are challenged to put God first.

JULY 3, 2021

When the Waldenses put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



041 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

John Huss lost his life when he put God first. What 
can we learn from John Huss today that will help 
us put God first in our own lives?

In the 14th century, the Roman Catholic Church 
sold indulgences to families who wanted a guar-
antee that their loved ones were in heaven rather 
than burning forever in hell. Persecution was 
certain for anyone who challenged the authority of 
the church and especially the Pope. The Papacy 
had become the apocalyptic beast depicted in the 
Bible.

During this dark period of human history, John 
Huss was a preacher in Prague, in the Czech 
Republic. He spoke openly against the lies and 
defended the truth as found in God’s word. Even in 
exile, he continued to put God first.

When the Council of Constance assembled, Huss 
was asked to be there and present his views. 
When he arrived, he was immediately arrested and 
put in prison. He was eventually taken in front of 
the council and asked to recant his views. He re-
plied, “I would not for a chapel of gold retreat from 
the truth!” When he refused, he was put back in 
prison. On July 6, 1415, he was burned at the stake 
for heresy against the doctrines of the Catholic 
Church. As he was burning, he could be heard 

singing Psalms.

There are many ways in which the truth has been 
ignored and rejected today. We are constantly 
challenged to compromise our beliefs in small and 
large ways. God continues to invite us to have a 
commitment to the truth, come what may. Some-
times this commitment will lead to persecution 
and death. For most of us, it might simply repre-
sent an inconvenience. However, we must have 
the courage from the Holy Spirit to put God first no 
matter what.

We are blessed with the stories of men and 
women who sacrificed their earthly comfort for the 
mission given to the church by Jesus. The good 
news of salvation might not have reached us if it 
wasn’t for their courage and determination. Now it 
is our turn to put God first and fulfill this mission.

John Huss put God first, even when it cost him 
everything. His courage inspires us today. Jesus 
gave up everything to redeem us and His love 
compels us to put His kingdom first in our own 
lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and offer-
ings, we are challenged to put God first.

JULY 10, 2021

When John Huss put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



042 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

Martin Luther lost everything when he put God 
first. Even then, he didn’t give up. What can we 
learn from Martin Luther today that will help us 
put God first in our own lives?

In the 16th century, the Roman Catholic Church 
led people to believe that they needed the church 
to reach Christ and receive salvation. Persecu-
tion was certain for anyone who challenged the 
authority of the church and especially the Pope. 
The Papacy had become the apocalyptic beast 
depicted in the Bible.

During this dark period of human history, Mar-
tin Luther was a devout Roman Catholic priest. 
While reading scripture, he realised that each 
person could connect with God directly, without 
a human mediator. Under the authority of the 
Bible, Luther challenged the authority of the most 
powerful person on the planet at the time, Pope 
Leo the Tenth.

Luther taught that salvation and, consequently, 
eternal life are not earned by good deeds but 
are received only as the free gift of God’s grace 
through the believer’s faith in Jesus Christ as 
redeemer from sin. His theology challenged the 
authority and office of the Pope by teaching that 
the Bible is the only source of divinely revealed 

knowledge, and he opposed the exclusive con-
cept of priesthood by considering all baptised 
Christians to be a holy priesthood.

He was excommunicated and persecuted by the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Roman Emperor. 
This did not stop him from putting God first 
and standing firm to his convictions. In his own 
words, Martin Luther wrote how he felt about this 
struggle in the famous hymn: “A Mighty Fortress”

That Word above all earthly powers, no thanks to 
them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him 
Who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also;
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.

Martin Luther put God first, even when it cost him 
everything. His courage inspires us today. Jesus 
gave up everything to redeem us and His love 
compels us to put His kingdom first in our own 
lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and offer-
ings, we are challenged to put God first.

JULY 17, 2021

When Martin Luther put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



043 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

William Tyndale lost everything when he put God 
first. Even then, he didn’t give up. What can we learn 
from William Tyndale today that will help us put 
God first in our own lives?

In the 16th century, the Roman Catholic Church had 
prohibited the Bible from being read and under-
stood by regular people. Persecution was certain 
for anyone who challenged the authority of the 
church and especially the Pope. The Papacy had 
become the apocalyptic beast depicted in the Bible.

During this dark period of human history, William 
Tyndale was a light that helped change the course 
of human history by making the Bible accessible in 
English. 

Tyndale’s translation was the first English Bible to 
draw directly from Hebrew and Greek texts. It was 
also the first English translation to take advantage 
of the printing press, the latest technology at the 
time for spreading a message. This brought him 
into direct conflict with the church, which believed 
that the general population didn’t have the skills 
to understand the Bible and therefore needed the 
church to do it for them.

Fleeing England, Tyndale sought refuge in the Flem-
ish territory of the Catholic Emperor Charles the 
Fifth. In 1535, Tyndale was arrested and jailed in 

the castle of Vilvoorde (Filford) outside Brussels for 
more than a year. In 1536, he was convicted of her-
esy and executed by strangulation, after which his 
body was burnt at the stake. His dying prayer was 
that the King of England’s eyes would be opened.

His prayers were answered. Not long after he gave 
his life for putting God first, the King James Bible 
would be compiled and sanctioned by the king of 
England. The Bible is the foundation of western 
society and Tyndale truly helped change the world 
by bringing the inspired text to the average person 
who could now understand it.

We are called to help people understand the Bible 
so they can find freedom, healing and hope in 
Jesus. When we are faithful with our tithe and of-
ferings, we are helping to take the Three Angels’ 
Messages to the entire world as God commanded. 
Putting God first by sponsoring missions is crucial. 
However, we should also invest our time and energy 
with the people around us, inspiring them to know 
more about the love of God.

William Tyndale put God first, even when it cost him 
everything. His courage inspires us today. Jesus 
gave up everything to redeem us and His love com-
pels us to put His kingdom first in our own lives. As 
the deacons collect the tithe and offerings, we are 
challenged to put God first.

JULY 24, 2021

When William Tyndale put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



044 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

William Miller was considered a mad man when he 
put God first. Even then, he didn’t give up. What can 
we learn from William Miller today that will help us put 
God first in our own lives?

He was a man of integrity who could not bring himself 
to believe the Bible to be true. But, after an unexplain-
able event during his time at war, Williams Miller’s 
worldview was shattered. He asked himself, “If the 
laws of nature are the only possible forces acting in 
the universe, how did I not die when the bomb explod-
ed so close to me?”

He decided to start a deep study of scripture. Back 
at his farm in Whitehall, New York, Miller committed 
to reading and understanding the Bible, one verse at 
a time. This endeavour took him two years—1816 to 
1818—during which time he absolutely fell in love with 
his saviour, Jesus Christ.

One of the most significant discoveries Williams Miller 
made during this time was the prophecy of the 2300 
“evenings and mornings” found in Daniel 8:14. The 
prophecy foretold a significant event to take place 
about 1843 or 1844 and he was compelled to share 
this knowledge with as many people as he could. 
However, he was not a preacher and refused to do it.

As the Holy Spirit kept impressing him to tell others 
what he had discovered, he asked God to be abun-
dantly clear in this calling. If someone would ask him 

to share these findings, it would be a sign between 
him and God that he should do it. Less than an hour 
later, a family member arrived at the farm to ask him 
to share his findings.

At first, Miller was upset because God had sent this 
invitation immediately. But he was the kind of man 
who kept his word. That day Williams Miller put God 
first and started preaching this beautiful message that 
God had not abandoned the world and would soon do 
something great.

His preaching led to a great disappointment on 
October 22, 1844. Hundreds of thousands of people 
expected Jesus to return that day—but Jesus didn’t. 
Instead, He started His ministry in the Most Holy 
Place in the heavenly sanctuary. It was from this 
disappointment that God called the pioneers of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

Today Seventh-day Adventists are preaching the good 
news of the soon coming of Jesus in more than 200 
countries. Millions of people are now hopeful because 
of Miller’s determination to put God first.

William Miller put God first, even when he was laughed 
at. His courage inspires us today. Jesus gave up 
everything to redeem us and His love compels us to 
put His kingdom first in our own lives. As the deacons 
collect the tithe and offerings, we are challenged to 
put God first.

JULY 31, 2021

When William Miller put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



045 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

Joseph Bates was considered a mad man when 
he put God first. Even then, he didn’t give up. What 
can we learn from Joseph Bates today that will 
help us put God first in our own lives?

He was a retired sea captain when he first heard 
William Miller’s message of Christ’s soon second 
coming. He was convinced it was true. Bates was 
the kind of man who put God first in everything, 
so he gave his energy, his money and even sold 
his house to help spread the news of the Second 
Coming.

However, great personal sacrifice followed as 
Bates’s son rejected the message and left home 
angrily to start a career on the high seas. Bates 
doesn’t give up even when everything he hoped for 
didn’t happen. The year 1843 came and went—and 
Christ did not return. Then the Great Disappoint-
ment of 1844 shook the faith of Bates and the 
other Millerites. They were a laughingstock for 
those around them and were forced to rebuild their 
lives in utter poverty, having sacrificed everything 
for the cause.

Bates and others returned to their study of the 
Scripture to find that instead of signalling Christ’s 

return, October 22, 1844 was the date Christ en-
tered the heavenly sanctuary to intercede before 
the Father on behalf of believers.

But hardships were constant. One day Bates didn’t 
have anything to eat at home. He pled with God 
and promised to remain faithful no matter what 
happened. That day an envelope arrived with 
enough money to sustain him. God had inspired 
someone to send this money in preparation for the 
day Bates needed it most.

As he continued to study with friends, Bates dis-
covered the truth of the seventh-day Sabbath and 
shared this with his fellow believers, James and 
Ellen White. This small group of leaders soon es-
tablished the Seventh-day Adventist Church, which 
has grown into a worldwide movement today. 

Joseph Bates put God first, even when he was 
laughed at. His courage inspires us today. Jesus 
gave up everything to redeem us and His love 
compels us to put His kingdom first in our own 
lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and offer-
ings, we are challenged to put God first.

AUGUST 7, 2021

When Joseph Bates put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



046 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

James and Ellen White were young when they de-
cided to put God first. This cost them everything they 
had, but they didn’t give up. What can we learn from 
James and Ellen White today that will help us put God 
first in our own lives?

James White was ordained as a minister in 1843 af-
ter 1000 people joined the Advent movement through 
his preaching. He worked tirelessly to spread the 
good news that Jesus was coming back in 1844.

Ellen was a debilitated young woman who had suf-
fered an accident in her childhood. Her family made a 
decision to believe the Bible rather than the traditions 
of their church. Because they put God first, her family 
was forced out of the church and community they 
had known for years.

James and Ellen met just after the great disappoint-
ment of October 22, 1844, and were married in 1846. 
Because of their dedication to the truth, the Whites 
did not have a home of their own for the first six 
years of their marriage, living at times with her par-
ents or with friends.

In November 1848, Ellen White was shown in vision 
that James should begin to print a paper, and that 
it would grow until its light would shine around the 
world. Printing was expensive and seemed impos-
sible for them. But they decided to put God first and 
the funds began to come in from the readers whose 
lives were transformed. 

Beginning in 1849, James published The Present 
Truth. It became The Review and Herald in 1850. 
Through the sacrifice of the small group of believers, 
the movement that focused on the whole Bible began 
to grow. In 1863, the General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists was organized. 

James White put God first in everything. He never 
finished high school but went on to found four jour-
nals, two publishing houses, and one college, now 
Andrews University. He organized a denomination, 
served as its leader and published its hymnals. As 
a spare-time entrepreneur, he bought and sold real 
estate, ran a nursery and drove mules from Texas to 
Kansas on the Chisholm Trail.

Ellen White was a visionary in more ways than 
one. She was instrumental in confirming the study 
of Scripture and strengthening the administrative 
structure of the fast-growing Adventist Church. But 
putting God first always requires sacrifices. James 
and Ellen White didn’t give up even when they lost 
two beautiful sons to illness.

James and Ellen White put God first, even when it 
cost them everything. Their courage inspires us to-
day. Jesus gave up everything to redeem us and His 
love compels us to put His kingdom first in our own 
lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and offerings, 
we are challenged to put God first.

AUGUST 14, 2021

When James and Ellen White put God first 

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



047 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

John Andrews was so competent he could have be-
come wealthy and powerful. Instead, he put God first 
and sacrificed everything to take Present Truth to the 
world. What can we learn from John Andrews today 
that will help us put God first in our own lives?

John Andrews was a very capable man. When he was 
13 years old, he was converted and accepted Jesus as 
his Saviour. He cultivated a love for the Bible early in 
life and he taught himself to read the Bible in Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin.

When he studied the Sabbath message, he became 
convicted of its truth and decided to dedicate his life to 
understanding and preaching it. He helped to formu-
late many of the doctrines and structural documenta-
tion of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. By putting 
God first, John Andrews dedicated his intellect and 
energy to serve the remnant church of Bible prophecy.

When the church decided to sponsor a missionary to 
Europe, John Andrews was the most capable man to 
do it. Despite mourning the death of his wife, Andrews 
gave up everything he had built and answered the call 
to take his family overseas. He understood the risk of 
poverty and disease. He was aware of the hardship to 
be faced. But John Andrews persevered.

In 1874, he sailed to Europe with his two children, 
Charles and Mary. Even though they were only teen-
agers, the children proved to be extraordinary young 
pioneers in Switzerland, editing, translating, setting 

type, helping tirelessly to establish the international 
missionary journal, Les Signes des Temps—The Signs 
of the Times.

In 1878, John Andrews attended the General Confer-
ence session and took Mary with him because he was 
certain that she had contracted tuberculosis. As soon 
as he arrived at the Battle Creek Sanitarium, his fear 
was confirmed. Alone in Europe, Charles wrote to his 
father “Our separation will be but short and then if 
faithful we shall meet our loved ones. So Pa, don’t feel 
discouraged. We pray much for you.”

John Andrews keept a vigil by her bedside during 
Mary’s last days. Mary Andrews passed to her rest at 
only 17 years of age. He returned to Europe but also 
died of tuberculosis a few years later.

John Andrews was the foremost intellectual in the 
early Adventist movement and his contributions were 
largely responsible for the growth of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church. Today there are more than 162,000 
Adventist congregations in 207 countries and territo-
ries. Our hearts are grateful to this man who always 
put God first.
 
John Andrews put God first, even when it cost him. His 
courage inspires us today. Jesus gave up everything 
to redeem us and His love compels us to put His king-
dom first in our own lives. As the deacons collect the 
tithe and offerings, we are challenged to put God first.

AUGUST 21, 2021

When John Andrews put God first

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



048 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

Abram La Rue put God first, even when others 
thought he was too old to be a missionary. What 
can we learn from Abram La Rue today that will 
help us put God first in our own lives?

In 1883, Abram La Rue was a 65-year-old shepherd 
and woodcutter from California. He had an ambi-
tion to take the gospel to China. When he wrote to 
the General Conference, they said he was too old. 
They also said that they didn’t have the money to 
send him. Still determined to go, La Rue negotiated 
his way onto a ship where he could work his way 
to Hong Kong. He arrived there in 1888 and began 
working as a colporteur for the next 14 years.

From 1888 to 1902, Father LaRue, as he was now 
generally called, stood alone. On February 2, 1902, 
Brother and Sister J. N. Anderson and Miss Ida 
Thompson arrived to help him. Soon after, nine 
people who had been led into the truth largely 
through Brother LaRue’s efforts, were baptised. It 
was time to take Present Truth to China’s main-
land.

LaRue was a true follower of Christ, dedicated to 
prayer and devotion. He was patient, sympathetic 
and constant. His standing for 14 years alone in 
a distant land, carrying on a self-supporting work, 
shows that he had the stamina needed in pioneer-

ing work. Despite the difficulties, LaRue put God 
first. A few days before his death, he willed most 
of the little money he had to the mission in China. 
He gave his all to the cause he loved.

Abram La Rue was buried in Hong Kong where 
he had worked for 15 years. Although he did not 
actually set foot in China as a missionary, his 
pioneering work played an important role in laying 
the foundation for the entry of Adventism into this 
great land of the Orient.
 
Abram La Rue put God first, even when other didn’t 
believe in him. His courage inspires us today. Je-
sus gave up everything to redeem us and His love 
compels us to put His kingdom first in our own 
lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and offer-
ings, we are challenged to put God first.

AUGUST 28, 2021

When Abram La Rue put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



049 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

C. F. E. Thompson put God first, even when uncer-
tainty was a constant reality. What can we learn 
from him today that will help us put God first in our 
own lives?

C. F. E. Thompson was a young Jamaican man 
who migrated to Sierra Leone where he became 
acquainted with the Adventist message. He was 
baptised in 1907 by D. C. Babcock and served as a 
faithful worker for the church in Sierra Leone.

Soon after his baptism, Brother Thompson visited 
Ghana for a short mission trip in 1909 to conduct 
a series of meetings among the Nsimbia people 
in Kickam and Axim, but returned to Sierra Leone 
after the meeting.

Meanwhile, things were not going well in Ghana. 
The missionary teacher—Mrs French—passed 
away from a fever. Her husband was advised to go 
home and take care of his health. Disappointment 
set in as it seemed that there would be no-one to 
carry on the work in Ghana.

Who would continue spreading the Advent mes-
sage in Ghana? Thomson responded: “I will go.” He 
was advised to drop his work in Sierra Leone and 
go to Ghana to continue the work that had been 
done by the French family. This wasn’t an easy 

decision as there were many uncertainties. But 
Thompson was the kind of man who put God first.

Brother Thompson arrived in Ghana to take his 
post in February, 1910, where he worked honour-
ably for two years. He was only 36 years old when 
he gave his last breath in 1912. He died from 
Bright’s disease on March 25, 1912.

After putting God first in his short life, Brother 
Thompson now sleeps in the Lord. Soon he will 
come back to life so his eyes can see the second 
coming of Jesus.
 
C. F. E. Thompson put God first, even when un-
certainty prevailed. His courage inspires us today. 
Jesus gave up everything to redeem us and His 
love compels us to put His kingdom first in our 
own lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and of-
ferings, we are challenged to put God first.

SEPTEMBER 4, 2021

When C. F. E. Thompson put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



050 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

George King put God first, even when the church 
rejected him as a preacher. What can we learn 
from him today that will help us put God first in our 
own lives?

George King believed God had called him to preach 
the good news of salvation to every person alive. 
This was 1880 and James White was still alive, so 
King decided to ask him.

James and Ellen White invited him to their home. 
They were certain Brother King was devoted to 
God and his calling, but were uncertain that the 
young man had the education or talent to become 
a preacher. Two weeks later, James White ap-
proached Richard and Hulda Godsmark after a 
worship service and shared his concerns, asking 
them to take Brother King and determine whether 
he could become a preacher.

George King moved in with the Godsmark family 
and they arranged a time when the young man 
would preach to them in their family room. These 
were agonising times for him. His supplications 
could be heard before sunrise and he would prac-
tice in the barn for hours, despite the cold.

The day came and the chairs were arranged. The 
sermon was a disaster. They made it clear to him 
that he could not be a preacher.

Rejection isn’t easy. But George King was the kind 
of man who put God first in everything, even when 
it means being humble enough to accept rejec-
tion. It would soon become clear that George was 
called to become a fireside preacher. Armed with 
saving literature, he began visiting house to house 
to share the good news of salvation and sell the 
tracts and books he carried with him. This was 
called colporteuring and Adventist mission would 
never be the same again.

For nearly 30 years, until his death in 1906, George 
King trained hundreds of book salesmen in North 
and South America and the West Indies. King’s 
methods influenced pioneering leaders in literature 
ministry around the globe, including William Arnold 
in Australia, Abram LaRue in Hong Kong, Albert 
Stauffer in Brazil, Herbert Meyers in Burma, and 
Robert Caldwell in the Philippines. By 1886, when 
the church’s ministerial workforce was still counted 
in dozens, 400 Adventist colporteurs around the 
world sold books and penny tracts door to door.

George King put God first, even when he was 
rejected as a preacher. His courage and humil-
ity inspires us today. Jesus gave up everything 
to redeem us and His love compels us to put His 
kingdom first in our own lives. As the deacons 
collect the tithe and offerings, we are challenged to 
put God first.

SEPTEMBER 11, 2021

When George King put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.



051 – 2021 Tithe and Offerings Devotional Readings

Augustus Stauffer put God first when he left his 
own country to become a missionary. What can 
we learn from him today that will help us put God 
first in our own lives? 

Augustus could have continued to enjoy the safety 
and comfort of his home. But deciding to put God 
first, he accepted the call from the General Con-
ference to move to South America to sell Pres-
ent Truth literature, becoming the first Adventist 
canvasser to work in Brazil.  

In 1891  Augustus left everything behind and start-
ed an uncertain journey to Uruguay and Argentina, 
as he had to survive from the sale of the books 
and tracts he had with him. He did it while trusting 
in Him who is fully able to provide for His children.

Two years later, 1893, he accepted a call to move 
to Brazil. The task was even more difficult be-
cause the books were not printed in the native 
Portuguese language. Thankfully, other missionar-
ies established a printing press and created a sys-
tem to write, translate and publish new materials. 

In 1896, after three years of hard work, mainly 
among the 200.000 German immigrants in Brazil 
at that time,  Augustus and a fellow colporteur  
attended an evangelical church service in Curitiba, 
Parana, in the south of the country. Mrs. Ana Died-

rich Otto, who was present at the service, noticed 
the two strangers, and when they came back the 
following week, she listened to them and decided 
to buy the German book they were presenting, 
“Life of Jesus.”

The following Sunday, they spent the whole morn-
ing studying the Bible, and as a result, Mrs. Ana 
and her husband Oscar Emilio Otto accepted the 
Adventist Faith, becoming the first Adventists on 
record in Parana state. Stauffer’s work, also in 
other parts of the country, was fundamental for 
the establishment of the Adventist movement in 
Brazil.

Colporteurs like Augustus Stauffer have dedicated 
their lives to distributing life-saving literature 
throughout many countries around the world. 
Every morning, from house to house, they put God 
first by doing their missionary work. Without them, 
the Three Angels Messages would not be present 
in 212 out of 235 countries and territories in the 
world as it is today.

Augustus Stauffer put God first everyday as a 
colporteur. His courage inspires us. Jesus gave 
up everything to redeem us, and His love compels 
us to put His kingdom first in our own lives. As 
we return our tithe and ‘Promise’ offerings, we are 
also challenged to put God first.

SEPTEMBER 18, 2021

When Augustus Stauffer put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.
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William A. Spicer put God first as he travelled the 
world and set the DNA of Adventist mission. What 
can we learn from him today that will help us put 
God first in our own lives?

Spicer was only 22 years old when he sailed to 
England to establish the work of the church there. 
He then returned to the United States to serve the 
General Conference as the foreign mission secre-
tary where he actively pursued various expansions 
like securing the land in Zimbabwe where Solusi 
University operates today.

Pastor Spicer then went to India in 1898, where 
he was one of three ordained Adventist ministers 
in the whole of Southern Asia. He founded the 
Adventist periodical there and established a good 
foundation for church growth.

Returning to the United States in 1902, Spicer 
became the secretary of the General Conference. 
One of the key responsibilities of the Secretariate 
is sending missionaries abroad, which Spicer did 
for 20 years. This is a difficult task because of the 
logistics of sending and returning families to and 
from every continent. Spicer created the infra-
structure that allowed the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church to expand.

God then called Elder Spicer to become the presi-
dent of the General Conference for another eight 
years. Spicer always put God first. Despite the 
difficulty and discomfort associated with global 
travel in the early 20th century, he travelled interna-
tionally in almost every year of his ministry.

Sometimes putting God first involves large sac-
rifices we make in a single moment. William A. 
Spicer showed through his ministry how a life 
dedicated to putting God first in everything has a 
tremendous impact in the world.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church still sends and 
supports hundreds of missionary families who are 
taking the Adventist message to every tribe, lan-
guage and people group. Spicer created this infra-
structure for mission, but you and I can maintain it 
through our tithe and offerings. What a privilege to 
put God first in everything we do.
 
William A. Spicer put God first year after year 
throughout his life. His resilience inspires us today. 
Jesus gave up everything to redeem us and His 
love compels us to put His kingdom first in our 
own lives. As the deacons collect the tithe and of-
ferings, we are challenged to put God first.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2021

When William A. Spicer put God First

Dear heavenly Father, we 
worship You this morning 
with our tithe and offerings. 
We pray for the courage to 
put You first in our lives. In 
the name of Jesus, amen.


